
Recording your video – what format to use and choosing your application 

Throughout the development and delivery of your AULA module you will be creating a variety 
of video/audio material. Below is a guide of some open source options available to you to 
explore and develop. There is no one way to create these pieces to try a few of these options to 
find the best one to suit you. 

 

Consider the needs of the video you are making 
 

• If it is a presentation do you need to be seen, or is it better to just have slides visible?  

• If it is a welcome video outlining the week do you need slides, or is it better to just be a 
video of yourself? 

 
 

Screencast-o-matic  
Screencast-o-matic is a downloadable screen cast software that allows you to pre-record micro-
lectures and welcome videos.  
 

Software Record time 
limit 

Recommended Record 
Settings  

Recording 
functionality 

https://screencast-o-matic.com 
 

15 mins (with free 
version) 

1080p (Full Screen) 
or if recording part of the 
screen 720p (1280 x 720)  
 
Try to keep an aspect ratio of  
16:9 

Can record 
Screen, 
Webcam, or 
both  

Watch a tutorial here 
 
Loom  
Loom is a new screen cast app that allows you to pre-record micro-lectures and welcome 
videos and download the file from their platform. You can download Loom as an app or as an 
extension to google chrome.  
 

Software Record time 
limit 

Recommended Record 
Settings  

Recording 
functionality 

http://www.loom.com/screen-
recorder 

15 mins (with free 
version) 

1080p (Full Screen) 
or if recording part of the 
screen 720p (1280 x 720)  
 
Try to keep an aspect ratio of  
16:9 

Can record 
Screen, 
Webcam, or 
both  

Watch a tutorial here 
 

https://screencast-o-matic.com/
https://screencast-o-matic.com/tutorial/welcome-to-screencast-o-matic
http://www.loom.com/screen-recorder
http://www.loom.com/screen-recorder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11pfvBNsXkA
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Narrated PowerPoint 
Sometimes, the simplest solution is the best. With Microsoft Office 365 you can create a 
narrated PowerPoint video to talk through and explain concepts to your students. 
Visit this guide from Microsoft to learn more about narrated PowerPoint 
 
Do be aware that narrated PowerPoints can become very large files. You may need to compress 
your presentation before sharing with your students.  
Guidance on reducing your file size can be found here  
 
 
 

Adobe Spark 
Why not create a short narrative video? Adobe Spark is a free to use web application which 
allows you to quickly create impactful, short, engaging videos to explain concepts and tell 
stories. Click here to watch the video tutorial on LinkedIn Learning. In Adobe Spark you can 
build a short engaging video from a template by just adding text, images or videos*.  
 
*Make sure all images used are licensed under the Creative Commons 
 
 
 
 

Recording Audio: Quick Time (Windows or Mac)  
QuickTime Player allows you to record audio directly from your computer. Click here to view 
the Apple guide to recording audio on QuickTime Player. Remember to provide a written 
transcript of your audio recording to ensure accessibility for all students.  
 
If you do not have QuickTime Player installed on your machine you can download it for 
Windows and Macintosh by clicking here. 
 
 
 

Podcasting: Why not interview a guest  
Zencastr is an online platform making remote podcasting easy – why not invite a guest to come 
and talk through some key concepts of your course or perhaps share their own experience 
putting theory into practice. 
 
Zencastr records and repairs each participant separately so you will have to merge the audio 
file together using the guidance below.  
 
 
 

https://support.office.com/en-gb/article/record-a-slide-show-with-narration-and-slide-timings-0b9502c6-5f6c-40ae-b1e7-e47d8741161c#OfficeVersion=Office_365
https://blogs.utas.edu.au/teaching-at-tsbe/2018/12/05/how-to-reduce-narrated-powerpoint-file-size/
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/telling-a-story-with-adobe-spark/creating-a-spark-video-and-choosing-a-theme?
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/quicktime-player/qtpf25d6f827/mac
https://support.apple.com/downloads/quicktime
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Editing Audio 
Audacity is available to download via AppsAnywhere. Audacity is an audio editing software 
which allows you to quickly trim, cut, edit and save audio files. 
 
A user guide for Audacity is available here. 
 
 
 
 

https://appsanywhere.coventry.ac.uk/
https://manual.audacityteam.org/quick_help.html
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