




Aula Space

The Seminar (Asynchronous)

Running seminars asynchronously  


The seminar is traditionally a place where teachers and students come 
together in a shared space at a set time for deeper discussion and 
reflection on their subject. With a hybrid learning approach, you can create 
this kind of space through asynchronous collaboration that is flexible for 
learners who can’t all be present in one place at the same time.



The key is clear communication with your students.   

Feed Opens: 22 September 8:00am (GMT)

Closes: 23 September 8:00am (GMT)

Week 2 Seminar

• During the 24 hour seminar window, you should 
respond to the discussion prompts below

Each link below will take you to a different 
discussion post in the class feed, where you can 
leave comments, ask questions and provide feedback 
for your peers
There are 3 discussion topics this week, so be sure to 
participate in all of them during the seminar window 

•

•

Clear signposting
Traditionally, seminars are 
synchronous events, so students 
will need additional help 
navigating this new format. Make 
sure they know exactly how to 
contribute and when.



This is especially important if 
you’re planning to split students 
into smaller breakout groups for 
the asynchronous discussion. 
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Materials

Seminar 2


Week 1

Week 2

   Lecture 2

   
Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6 

 Welcome Page 
 How to contribute during the seminar

Seminar discussion posts

 Share your thoughts!

Set a timeframe 
Unlike the lecture, you want your 
students accessing the seminar 
content in a shorter timeframe. 
This will allow for more 
responsive peer to peer and 
peer to educator 
communication 

module feed
welcome page. 

If you have any questions, post them to the  or 
get in touch with us via the details on the 

 Remember, you need to take part in each of the 
different discussions during the seminar window. 

Seminar2

What did you find compelling about this week’s 
seminar? What new insights did you gain or which of 
your assumptions has been challenged this week? 

Share it in the class feed using the tag .

Gathering responses

Hosting/recording live mini sessions 
during the seminar window

Recommended tools and 
resources in this guide 

(click each one for more info)

Provide links

Padlet

In Aula, you can paste a link to a 
specific feed post in the 
materials section. Use this to 
aggregate seminar discussion 
questions onto a single page.



You could also use a tool like 
 to gather your discussion 

questions/responses instead of 
a post in the feed 

Debate: Will AI reduce project management roles by 2040?

Comparitive judgement: PM methodologies for a startup -  
Waterfall vs Lean

https://www.dtl.coventry.domains/padlet/
https://www.dtl.coventry.domains/zoom/
https://www.dtl.coventry.domains/microsoft-teams/
https://www.dtl.coventry.domains/big-blue-button/


Getting links to 
posts in the feed 

Set a 
timeframe  
and include 
everyone

Virtual Office 
Hours
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In the Aula feed, you can click the top right of any post in the feed, and the option “Open” 
pops up. Clicking that will open a URL for that specific post, which you can copy and then 
paste into your seminar page in the materials section (n.b. currently, this can’t be done on 
a mobile device).  

MS Teams, Zoom or Big Blue Button

You might also consider adding a synchronous element where you’ll be present for an online 
chat during the 24-hour seminar window. If appropriate, these virtual office hours could be 
recorded using  so other students can access and 
comment on them later in the seminar window. Always tell your students upfront if and why 
you’re recording a session and where it will be shared.   

To keep the conversation flowing, you should encourage students to participate in the 
seminars (asking/answering questions and responding to peers) within a set time, say a 
24-hour window. You can think of the seminar as an online conference which is only 
open for one day, so plan to check the feed for new comments several times during this 
day; checking in at different times across the day allows you to prompt learners across 
different time zones, if appropriate.
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I recorded this conversation starter for this week. Respond 
below and take some time to reply to other comments too!

From what I’ve read so far, it looks like managing risks 
and accurately costing projects plays a huge role in...

I like what Student A said about cost analysis playing a 
huge part of project management. Because smaller c...

Student B
11:36AM - September  22nd

Student A
10:32AM - September  22nd

Hide Comments

Add tag
...Jane Smith Educator

2:40PM - August 22nd
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